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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 



In view of the foregoing, allowance of the current pending claims is respectfully 
requested. If the Examiner feels that the pending claims could be allowed with minor 
changes, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned to discuss an Examiner's 
Amendment. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Marilyn Smith Dawkins 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No, 31,140 
(512) 823-0094 
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VERSION WITH MARKIN GS TO SHOW C HANGES MADF, 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Claims 1, 2, 9, and 13 have been amended as follows: 
CLAIMS 

1. (AMENDED) A method for carrying out, over a communication network of 
interconnecting computers, electronic transactions between a plurality of merchants using 
at least one server computer and at least one buyer using a client computer, comprising: 

displaying, at the client computer, a separate representation for each item selected 
by the buyer from at least two different merchant s, wherein each separate representation 
has an associated one of a plurality of selectable states, and wherein a certain one of the 
Plurality of selectable states indic ates that the buver desires to purchase a desired item 
from a first merchant if a previous transaction which bought another item from a second 
merchant can be canceled: and 

as sociating displaying an indicati o n of the one associated selectable state one, of a 
plurality of selectable stales with each displayed separate representatio n: and w herein a 
certain one of the plurality of selectable states indientea that the buyer dcaireg to purohaac 
o desired item from a firat merchant if a previous transaction which bought anoth er it em 
from a second merchant can be cancele d 

selecting one of the displayed separar e representations to have a selectable 
associated state that indicates that the buv er desires to purchase a desired item from a first 
merchant if a previous transaction whic h bought another item from a second merchant can 
be canceled. 



2. (AMENDED) A method for carrying out, over a communication network of 
interconnecting computers, electronic transactions between a plurality of merchants using 
at least one server computer and at least one buyer using a client computer, comprising: 
AUS990886US1 9 
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enabling the client computer to display a separate representation for each item 
selected by the buyer from at least two different merchants wherein each representation 
has one of a plurality of associated states at a given instance in time;-aod 

displaying an indication of the one associated sel ectable state with each displayed 
separate representation: and 

selecting, by the buyer, a desired item from a certain muihaut with one of the 
displayed separate representatio ns to have a selectable associated state that indicates a 
aelected aMociatcd state indicating that the buyer desires to purchase the desired item if a 
previous transaction which bought another item from another merchant can be canceled. 

3. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method of claim 2 further comprising: 
sending, from the client computer, to the certain merchant an identification of the 

other merchant and the other item; and 

receiving a notification that the previous transaction is canceled. 

4. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The method of claim 2 wherein the selected 
associated state causes an indication to be sent from the client computer to the certain 
merchant to lock specific data associated with the desired item from being accessible by a 
different client computer during a period that an associated representation for the desired 
item has the selected associated state. 

5. (Unchanged) The method of claim 3 further comprising changing the selected 
state to a different state, upon notification of the cancellation, wherein the different state 
provides an indication of one of the following: a) the buyer desires to put the desired item 
on hold for a time to consider buying the desired item, and b) the buyer has bought the 
desired item. 



AUS990886US1 



DEC 09 2002 15:49 FR IBM fiUSTIN I PLOW 



512 823 1036 TO 917033083691 P. 14/17 



PATENT 
09/513,818 



6. (Unchanged) The method of claim 3 wherein the other item has a displayed 
other representation on the client computer wherein the associated state is changed, upon 
receipt of the notification, to indicate that the previous transaction is canceled, 

7. (Unchanged) The method of claim 3 wherein the other item has a displayed 
other representation on the client computer which becomes automatically deleted, upon 
receipt of the notification indicating that the previous transaction is canceled. 

8. (CANCELED) A client computer system enabled to communicate over a 
network with at least one server computer system for carrying out electronic transactions 
for a buyer using the client computer system for the purchase of items from a plurality of 
merchants using the at least one server computer system, the client computer system 
comprising: 

means for displaying, at the client computer, a separate representation for each 
item selected by the buyer from at least two different merchants; and 

means for associating one of a plurality of selectable .states with each separate 
representation wherein a certain one of the plurality of selectable states indicates that the 
buyer desires to purchase a desired item from a first merchant if a previous transaction 
which bought another item from a second merchant can be canceled. 

9. (AMENDED) A client computer system enabled to communicate over a 
network with at least one server computer system for carrying out electronic transactions 
for a buyer using the client computer system for the purchase of items from a plurality of 
merchants using the at least one server computer system, the client computer system 
comprising: 

a storage de vice having a set of instructions: and 

aprocessing u nit, connected to the storage device, wherein the processing unit 
executes the set of instructions for n mom™ fnv HiapTaying a separate representation for 
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each item selected by the buyer from at least two different merchants* wherein each 
separate representation has an associated one of a plurality of selectable associated states 
at a given instance in tinie^ and wherein a certain one of the plurality of selectable 
associated states indicates that the buyer desires to purchase a desired item from a first 
merchant if a previous transaction which houp h t another item from a second merchant can 
be canceled: ii) displa ying an indication of the one associated selectable state with each 
displayed separate representation! and nil executing a selection, by the buver. of a desh-ed 
item from a certain merchant cau sing one of the displayed separate representations to have 
a selectable associated state that men i w fnr srinnrinfr hy tU n h„y , . * n .j™jporl itpm from ti 
eertain merchant with a selected associated state indicating indicates that the buyer desires 
to purchase the desired item if a previous transaction which bought another item from 
another merchant can be canceled. 

10. (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The system of claim 9 further comprising: 
means for sending, from the client computer, to the certain merchant an 
identification of the other merchant and the other item; and 

means for receiving a notification that the previous transaction is canceled. 



1 1 . (PREVIOUSLY AMENDED) The system of claim 9 wherein the selected 
associated state causes an indication to be sent from the client computer to the certain 
merchant to lock specific data associated with the desired item from being accessible by a 
different client computer during a period that an associated representation for the desired 
item has the selected associated state. 

12. (Unchanged) The system of claim 10 further comprising means for changing 
the selected state to a different state, upon notification of the cancellation, wherein the 
different state provides an indication of one of the following: a) the buyer desires to put 
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the desired item on hold for a time to consider buying the desired item, and b) the buyer 
has bought the desired item. 

13. (AMENDED) A computer program having computer readable program code 
means, on a computer usable medium, for enabling a client computer system to 
communicate over a network with at least one server computer system to carry out 
electronic transactions for a buyer using the client computer system to purchase items 
from a plurality of merchants using the at least one server computer system, the program 
comprising: 

means for displaying, at the client computer, a separate representation for each 
item selected by the buyer from at least two different merchant s, wherein each sep arate 
representation has an associated on e of a plurality of selectable states, and wherein a 
certain one of the plurality of selecta ble states indicates that the buver desires to purchase 
a desired item from a first merch a nt if a previous transaction which bought another item 
from a second merchant can be canceled: end 

meano fur mjuiiutiug means for displ aying an indication of the one associated 
selectable state one of a plurality of liUictable statu with each displayed separate 
representationiand wherein a certain one of the pluialily uf selectable states indicates that 
the bu^cr deaircs to puitliaoc a desir e d item from 11 first merchant if a p r cviouj ti - ansaitiun 
which bought another item f r om a second me r chant cmi be cancdLd 

means for selecting one of the displayed separate representations to have a 
selectable associated state that indicates tha t the buyer H«i res to purchase a desired item 
from a first merchant if a previous transacti o n which boupht another item from a seC ond 
merchant can be canceled . 

14. (CANCELED) A computer program having computer readable program code 
means, on a computer usable medium, for enabling a client computer system to 
communicate over a network with at least one server computer system to carry out 
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from a plurality of merchants using the at least one server computer system, the program 
comprising: 

means for displaying a separate representation for each item selected by the buyer 
from at least two different merchants wherein each representation has one of a plurality of 
associated states at a given instance in time; and 

means for selecting, by the buyer, a desired item from a certain merchant with a 
selected associated state indicating that the buyer desires to purchase the desired item if a 
previous transaction which bought another item from another merchant can be canceled. 
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electronic transactions for a buyer using the client computer system to purchase items 
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